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UNIVERS TYPEFACE:

• Developed in 1957

• Made in Zurich Germany in the school of applied arts 

• Neo-grotesque sans serif

• Developed amongst other famous typefaces like Helvetica

• Used a number system instead of names

	 › Created to reduce confusion

	 › Eliminate Naming

	 › �However, manufactures confused because  

they never learned system

	 › Original consisted of 21 variations

	 › First number, weight

	 › Second number, obliqueness

Typography II | Type Specimen | Spring 2022 | Taylor Smith 



UNIVERS EARMARKS:

• Squaring of round strokes

• �“A” most distinctive letter = straight back, no baseline curl, 

perpendicular connection at the top of the bowl

• “G” lacks spur

• Diagonal stroke meets stem of “k”

• Smaller x-height than Helvetica	

• Base of the “t” and “f” are wider

• �Works well with serif typefaces = not other san serif

	 › �Combines well with Jansen,  

Egymtonne, Brush Script

• Slanted apex of lowercase “t”
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HISTORY – EXAMPLES:

• Used by well-known brands 

	 › �eBay

		  − �Used since 1995-Current

	 › Swiss International Airlines

	 › BP

	 › UNICEF

		  − �Used Univers since 2003

	 › Western Union

	 › Apple

		  − �Used on key caps and keyboards  

before August 2007

	 ›� Municipal and transport services  

(street navigation in London, Toronto Metro,  

Frankfurt Airport)

• �Suitable for brands looking for simple, versatile,  
and readable typography.
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HISTORY – OWNERS:

• Deberny & Peignot

	 ›”Fonderie Deberny et Peignot”

	 › French type foundry

	 › 1923

	 › �Later bought by Haas Type  

Foundry (Switzerland 1972)

	 › Merged into D. Stempey AG (1985)

	 › �Then became Linotype 1989, which is apart of  

Monotype Corporation

• Linotype

	 › Founded in United States in 1886

	 › Created to market the Linotype machine by Pitmar

	 › ��World’s leading manufacturer of book  

and newspaper typesetting equipment 
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HISTORY – ADRIAN FRUTIGER:

• Swiss Typeface Designer

	 › �Influenced the direction 

of type design

	 › French type foundry

	 › 20th century

	 ›� Hot metal, 

phototypesetting and 

digital typesetting

• Typefaces

	 › Univers

	 › Frutiger

	 › Avenir

	 › ��Created sans-serif 

typeface families in 

three genres:

		  − Neo-grotesque

		  − Humanist

		  − Geometric 

• �Coined with being on the first 

typefaces with consistent form 

but with a wide family

• �Frutiger claimed that creating 

san-serif typeface was his 

“main life’s work” because of 

designing difficulty. 

• Life:

	 › ���������Born: 24 May 1928 

Unterseen, Switzerland

	 › �Died:10 September 

2015 (aged 87) 

Bremgarten bei Bern
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INSPIRATION 
IMAGES



DADA:

Dada was an active art movement during the 
 time the typeface, Univers, was created. As a result, I  

searched for Dada posters that would help inspire my booklet. 
 From these posters, I took inspiration from the overlapping  

elements and the use of red. 
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BAUHAUS:

The art school, Bauhaus, was also in  
operation during the time Univers was created,  

influencing the typeface. Thus, I felt like I should  
take inspiration from Bauhaus posters as well. From these  

posters in particular I tool the use of diagonals and the  
extension of letter forms. For example, I used  

the diagonal in the last two spreads. Meanwhile, I used the 
extensions of letter forms as my main elements. 

Typography II | Type Specimen | Spring 2022 | Taylor Smith 



TYPEOGRAPHY:

I enjoyed the  
overlapping letter forms in  

these posters. However  
what influenced me the most 

was the Avenir poster.  
As can be seen in my  

example spreads, I directly 
took inspiration of  

separating letter forms from  
the main word. 
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TYPEOGRAPHY:

In this set of 
 typographic posters, I  

really was really inspired on 
how the letter forms  

interact with one another. 
For example, in  

the poster with the  
lowercase “f’s” I enjoy how 

the letters play off one  
another. I also liked how the 

letters are used as  
decorative elements. Hence, 

inspiring my typographic 
and history spreads. 

Typography II | Type Specimen | Spring 2022 | Taylor Smith 



SKETCHES



TYPOGRAPHY:

Typography II | Type Specimen | Spring 2022 | Taylor Smith 



EARMARKS:

Typography II | Type Specimen | Spring 2022 | Taylor Smith 



HISTORY:

Typography II | Type Specimen | Spring 2022 | Taylor Smith 



EXAMPLES:

Typography II | Type Specimen | Spring 2022 | Taylor Smith 



CONTENT/COVER:

Typography II | Type Specimen | Spring 2022 | Taylor Smith 



DIGITAL 
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TYPOGRAPHY:
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Erum eaturi dunt. Ini offi ciis qui offi c totat audae 
labo. Et ese pratur aut volupidem eos dem aut ea 
dis ditatqu ibusapiet ium experia temporepe offi c 
te de pre con plant ut rem in re nos eat.

Molorpos cus moluptum facid quo ipsunda aut aut 
quo moluptasitat latur, utaest, sequossit et incil et 
voluptatiae dolendae parum hictatet am, occabor-
rum eaque por repeditias dolecus, cum facest 
illabore maximusciis magnim estrum quiatias eres
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Dolorempor reped que pediatur, conse volor 
aborumqui dolutem quatque samusti asperciae 
estibusdae digenissit alit et in etur sinvelenis aut 
fuga. Rum alit aut hillabo reribus sum, tem idicia 
apiet, quias aliquia con nimi, odi delestiundia natet 
adi conest, te ommolorio inctia a cone explabo 
reribus, sendicit vitas nulloriorum ipici nonsequi

blabo. Et derrumet provitae rest quatis dolorectota 
volut vellate velitam qui consequiam dem hicti ut 
pe nobit voluptatum net rest qui odis etusciis se-
quid molor aceatur acitibea sit aut volorio to berum 
voluptam sunt etur, optatecus simint quidelit alicab 
ipsam dolor aut aut quod que volorepero dolor 
alitio. Aniae num fugitas aut laborem odipsa 1997

Erum eaturi dunt. Ini offi ciis qui offi c totat audae 
labo. Et ese pratur aut volupidem eos dem aut ea 
dis ditatqu ibusapiet ium experia temporepe offi c 
te de pre con plant ut rem in re nos eat.

Molorpos cus moluptum facid quo ipsunda aut aut 
quo moluptasitat latur, utaest, sequossit et incil et 
voluptatiae dolendae parum hictatet am, occabor-
rum eaque por repeditias dolecus, cum facest 
illabore maximusciis magnim estrum quiatias eres

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1997

1997

Erum eaturi dunt. Ini offi ciis qui offi c totat audae labo. Et ese 
pratur aut volupidem eos dem aut ea dis ditatqu ibusapiet ium 
experia temporepe offi c te de pre con plant ut rem in re nos eat.

Molorpos cus moluptum facid quo ipsunda aut aut quo molupt-
asitat latur, utaest, sequossit et incil et voluptatiae dolendae 
parum hictatet am, occaborrum eaque por repeditias dolecus, 
cum facest illabore maximusciis magnim estrum quiatias eres

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh Ii Jj Kk Ll Mm 
Nn Oo Pp Qq Rr Ss Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz

1997

1997

Erum eaturi dunt. Ini offi ciis qui offi c totat audae labo. Et ese 
pratur aut volupidem eos dem aut ea dis ditatqu ibusapiet ium 
experia temporepe offi c te de pre con plant ut rem in re nos eat.

Molorpos cus moluptum facid quo ipsunda aut aut quo molupt-
asitat latur, utaest, sequossit et incil et voluptatiae dolendae 
parum hictatet am, occaborrum eaque por repeditias dolecus, 
cum facest illabore maximusciis magnim estrum quiatias eres

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh Ii Jj Kk Ll Mm 
Nn Oo Pp Qq Rr Ss Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz

1997
Dolorempor reped que pediatur, conse volor 
aborumqui dolutem quatque samusti asperciae 
estibusdae digenissit alit et in etur sinvelenis aut 
fuga. Rum alit aut hillabo reribus sum, tem idicia 
apiet, quias aliquia con nimi, odi delestiundia natet 
adi conest, te ommolorio inctia a cone explabo 
reribus, sendicit vitas nulloriorum ipici nonsequi

blabo. Et derrumet provitae rest quatis dolorectota 
volut vellate velitam qui consequiam dem hicti ut 
pe nobit voluptatum net rest qui odis etusciis se-
quid molor aceatur acitibea sit aut volorio to berum 
voluptam sunt etur, optatecus simint quidelit alicab 
ipsam dolor aut aut quod que volorepero dolor 
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The addition of the grey extended “U” helped  
merged each side of the spread to make a unified  
composition. The typography on the bottom right  
also helped balanced the spread. 
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EARMARKS:
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U N I V E R S
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ut ratempor suntur? Quiatiassi consequi 

dolores

Ere, ut que plaboratati te odit mo ipis 
aut laborepudae minvento optas maxim 
fugiti conse cus poreium non rehent.
Ihil imil in recaepe
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Pora volorendi repudae simil im simos 
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U N I V E R S

X-HEIGHT
The Univers typefaes has a smaller
x-height comapred to some similar 
typfaceses that were developed around 
the same time like Helvetica.

SPUR
The capital “G” of Univers 

is missing the 
distinctive spur found in 

typefaes like  Helvetica or Caslon

U N I V E R S

ROUNDED LETTERS
 Univers is know for

 squarting off its rounded strokes 
as can be seen in 

the letter “S”
 and the leg of the “R”

TAIL
The tail of the uppercase “Q” 
fl ows from the bowl on the left 
side. The tail is also parallel to the 
base of the “Q’s” bowl. 

I realized on this spread the  
my earmarks were geared towards  

specific shaped like “G” and “Q.”  
So I just shifted down the call outs to  

address the specific earmarks. 
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HISTORY:

Ciendend elendisquias dolupta turitatur, tecaepe perunt re voloreste
 pos molut inctum quia voleseq uoditae offi ctae mi, ipsae comnihitia 
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tia nobita verio. Offi ctint.
Mus rem non re labores tissuntiis id ut 
voluptures voluptur sollorita doluptumquis ea 
consequo inis sectust, te qui as sandisci do-
luptas sum ut rerero optatio di a sunti beatur 
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modi ad ma volupti dessit, nisciendia ius
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quis voluptae nonsequatus dolupie nestiosae 
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sollorita doluptumquis ea consequo inis sec-
tust, te qui as sandisci doluptas sum ut rerero 
optatio di a sunti beatur sit, quam entorib 
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nisciendia ius

Eventibu sametur, offi ciatia aut aut hariatur?
Itatestia sum ipsuntinus dis pore non re num 
rerspid quam restrum quibus magnate ssequa-
menim facest, suntio ea aliquiam, sitiass untota 
quis voluptae nonsequatus dolupie nestiosae 
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repedi que offi ciliquis modit reic to voluptatus 
dolupit amenihiligni cuptae nihil eosandios 
qui vento estis suntiis pedigenesti sus ipi-

tas venimax imenda possit offi cim porpori 
osseque audi re optatur alique dolores 
everior eriossinciet velless

Viduciumquos aut et dolut eicatem. At 
laccatia nobita verio. Offi ctint. Mus rem non 
re labores tissuntiis id ut voluptures voluptur 
sollorita doluptumquis ea consequo inis sec-
tust, te qui as sandisci doluptas sum ut rerero 
optatio di a sunti beatur sit, quam entorib 
erestem volorent asimus rehendae voluptam 
quaestrum ulpa que ad ma volupti dessit, 
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volectatur? Ovid quos ut ipitatu reribus dan-
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Itatestia sum ipsuntinus dis pore non re num 
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quaestrum ulpa que ad ma volupti dessit, 
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Itatestia sum ipsuntinus dis pore non re num 
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osseque audi re optatur alique dolores 
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sum alibus est eum veriam que del intum ventem lique 
cus assi dolesto velendi nosa ventur, qui aut odis aut 
que sus et idelit por re nonse natio berspis diatur aut 

cus imporrovit, nobit iuntias accusci deliqui nect-
emquis quae et, occat aut omnihilia cusdam vo-
luptist, invelen ecullabor sed et aut occab ipit 
lautem dolorrore, incia quam remodignist, sed 
quis am, ea vit assita di ut odiscipsanis dolenet as 
quat et ut ut faccum volo di ipsa velitatque quia 
dolorem re re quossequas volupti aestiisit, amen-
dae. Nequodiam ex et odi optate coratem arumet
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que del intum ventem lique cus assi dolesto 
velendi nosa ventur, qui aut odis aut que sus 
et idelit por re nonse natio berspis diatur aut 

cus imporrovit, nobit iuntias accusci deliqui 
nectemquis quae et, occat aut omnihilia cusdam 
voluptist, invelen ecullabor sed et aut occab ipit 
lautem dolorrore, incia quam remodignist, sed 
quis am, ea vit assita di ut odiscipsanis dolenet as 
quat et ut ut faccum volo di ipsa velitatque quia 
dolorem re re quossequas volupti aestiisit, amen-
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AGNIS IDESTIUM doluptur a deliquo sseque 
simaio. Ut utem. Um explique lic tecae eum 
repedi que offi ciliquis modit reic to voluptatus 
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veni doluptur a deliquo sseque simaio. Ut 

estis suntiis pedigenesti sus ipitas veni do-
luptur a deliquo sseque simaio. Ut utem. Um 
explique lic tecae eum repedi que ofsseque 
simaio. qui vento estis suntiis pedigenesti 
sus ipitas veni
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Agnis idestium doluptur a deliquo sseque 
simaio. Ut utem. Um explique lic tecae eum 
repedi que offi ciliquis modit reic to voluptatus 
dolupit amenihiligni cuptae nihil eosandios 
qui vento estis suntiis pedigenesti sus ipi-

tas venimax imenda possit offi cim porpori 
osseque audi re optatur alique dolores 
everior eriossinciet velless
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cus imporrovit, nobit iuntias accusci deliqui nect-
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repedi que offi ciliquis modit reic to voluptatus 
dolupit amenihiligni cuptae nihil eosandios 
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HISTORY:

AGNIS IDESTIUM doluptur a deliquo sseque 
simaio. Ut utem. Um explique lic tecae eum 

repedi que offi ciliquis modit reic to voluptatus 
dolupit amenihiligni cuptae nihil eosandios 

qui vento estis suntiis pedigenesti sus ipi-
tas venimax imenda possit offi cim porpori 
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it, sus ene magnatur, sum alibus est eum 
veriam que del intum ventem lique cus assi 
dolesto velendi nosa ventur, qui aut odis aut 
que sus et idelit por re nonse natio berspis 
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nectemquis quae et, occat aut omnihilia 
cusdam voluptist, invelen ecullabor sed et 
aut occab ipit lautem dolorrore, incia quam 
remodignist, sed quis am, ea vit assita di ut 
odiscipsanis dolenet as quat et ut ut faccum 
volo di ipsa velitatque quia dolorem re re 
quossequas volupti aestiisit, amendae. Ne-
quodiam ex et odi optate coratem arumet

AGNIS IDESTIUM doluptur a deliquo 
sseque simaio. Ut utem. Um explique lic 
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sus ipitas veni

This was the final composition because 
of the compositions balance and how it 
connected to the other spreads. The angle 
was extended to the edge to match the 
other spreads as seen in examples or 
typography. Meanwhile the colored “A” 
and “F” was too harsh, weighing down the 
composition. Hence, I went with white to 
lighten the spread. 
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EXAMPLES:

U N I V E R S A L
Nostis et ac res ela nem iam ditio priptem sentius sermi-
hilne tem, catus fac fi ri pra omperorterum inam mac obus 
erferi ia? Ebus, que perem nos notium sis. Vales comnem 
perio, contraetis. Bem intemur, nonsi tanum ut commo 
verfi ct ordiciv entermi hiciemod morteste conferibunum 
mantiondemo inc me nes constem es paticon sidereh

Silin re atque cia siliam licapere int in tem aurnimp erfec-
torem, te cae aucones senductura dientem inc tu in vitrati, 
sedicon sulissil hos acruret; nonequerei patior

U N I V E R S A L
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torem, te cae aucones senductura dientem inc tu in vitrati, 
sedicon sulissil hos acruret; nonequerei patior

U N I V E R S A L

Ro quo offi cit aspero od experes truptat ut 
maxim fugianim inihit, omnihit et, ant estiunt 

ipsunto offi cias susant volorporro berum, cum 
Ro quo offi cit aspero od experes truptat ut 

maxim fugianim inihit, omnihit et, ant estiunt 
ipsunto offi cias susant volorporro berum, cum 

face face

Ro quo offi cit aspero od experes truptat ut 
maxim fugianim inihit, omnihit et, ant estiunt 

ipsunto offi cias susant volorporro berum, cum 
Ro quo offi cit aspero od experes truptat ut 

maxim fugianim inihit, omnihit et, ant estiunt 
ipsunto offi cias susant volorporro berum, cum 

face face
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ipsunto offi cias susant volorporro berum, cum 
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ipsunto offi cias susant volorporro berum, cum 

face face
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Silin re atque cia siliam licapere int in tem aurnimp erfec-
torem, te cae aucones senductura dientem inc tu in vitrati, 
sedicon sulissil hos acruret; nonequerei patior

U N I V E R S A L

Ro quo offi cit aspero od experes truptat ut max-
im fugianim inihit, omnihit et, ant estiunt ipsunto 
offi cias susant volorporro berum, cum Ro quo

Ro quo offi cit aspero od experes truptat ut max-
im fugianim inihit, omnihit et, ant estiunt ipsunto 
offi cias susant volorporro berum, cum Ro quo

Ro quo offi cit aspero od experes truptat ut max-
im fugianim inihit, omnihit et, ant estiunt ipsunto 
offi cias susant volorporro berum, cum Ro quo

U N I V E R S A L

Nostis et ac res ela nem iam ditio priptem 
sentius sermihilne tem, catus fac fi ri pra om-
perorterum inam mac obus erferi ia? Ebus, 
que perem nos notium sis. Vales comnem 
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I tried a lot of variations when it came to the 
examples spread. I new the logos needed to 
balance with the rest of the booklet, so I went 
with white logos. However, the final spread 
was inspired by the typography spread as I 
wanted to use the extended “U” in the spread. 

The logos were also moved to the next page 
to help balance the composition. 
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que perem nos notium sis. Vales comnem 
perio, contraetis. Bem intemur, nonsi tanum 
ut commo verfi ct ordiciv entermi hiciemod mort-
este conferibunum mantiondemo inc me nes 
constem es paticon sidereh

Silin re atque cia siliam licapere int in tem 
aurnimp erfectorem, te cae aucones senductura 
dientem inc tu in vitrati, sedicon sulissil hos 
acruret; nonequerei patior

U N I V E R S A L

EBAY
experes truptat ut maxim 

fugianim inihit, omnihit et, ant 
estiunt ipsunto offi cias susant 

volorporro berum, 

UNICEF
experes truptat ut maxim 

fugianim inihit, omnihit et, ant 
estiunt ipsunto offi cias susant 

volorporro berum, 

APPLE
experes truptat ut maxim 

fugianim inihit, omnihit et, ant 
estiunt ipsunto offi cias susant 

volorporro berum, 

EXAMPLES:

I tried a lot of variations when it came to the 
examples spread. I new the logos needed to 
balance with the rest of the booklet, so I went 
with white logos. However, the final spread 
was inspired by the typography spread as I 
wanted to use the extended “U” in the spread. 

The logos were also moved to the next page 
to help balance the composition. 
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BOOK OVERLAY:

UNIVERS
UNIVERS
UNIVERS
UNIVERS 
UNIVERS
UNIVERSU

I decided that simpler would 
be better for the book overlay 
because of Univers’s simplicity. 
Hence, I decided against the 
intricate inside flaps and when 
for a more minimal presentation. 
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COVER:

UNIVERS
UNIVERS
UNIVERS
UNIVERS 
UNIVERS
UNIVERS

I chose this first compostion beucase I felt like this 
would best represent the book if the book overlay 
was lost or not included. 
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COLORS 
& FONTS



UNIVERS
Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh Ii Jj Kk Ll Mm  
Nn Oo Pp Qq Rr Ss Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz

Light Condense Bold Condense Bold

COLOR & TYPE:

#ffffff #000000 #d2232a
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TYPOGRAPHY:

1957

In 1957, a neo-grotesque sans serif was developed to become the 
universal typeface called Univers. Univers was developed amongst 
other famous neo-grotesque typefaces such as Helvetica, but 
differentiated itself through a numbering system. This numbering 
system was used to determine the weight and obliqueness of 
each family, which was different from the traditional naming of 
each typeface. As a result, this made Univers the only typeface 
that designers would need because of its endless possibilities. 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh Ii Jj Kk Ll Mm 
Nn Oo Pp Qq Rr Ss Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz

THE NUMBERING SYSTEM
As mentioned earlier, Univers is unique for labeling 
each family with a number rather than a traditional 
naming system. This was created to eliminate naming 
and reduce confusion. However, this numbering 
system actually made the typeface more confusing 
as typeface manufactures failed to understand and 
implement the system. 

Originally, the numbering system consisted of 21  
families, numbered 83-39. The first number indicated 
the weight of the family, so the larger the number the 
heavier the weight. The second number then  
indicates whether or not the family is oblique. In the 
end, the Univers numbering system was created  
to reduce confusing, even with the misunderstanding. 
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EARMARKS:

U N I V E R S

X-HEIGHT
The Univers typefaes has a smaller 
x-height comapred to some similar  
typfaceses that were developed around  
the same time like Helvetica.

SQUARING OFF
 Univers is know for 

 squaring off its rounded strokes  
as can be seen in  

the letter “S” 
 and the leg of the “R”

TAIL
The tail of the uppercase “Q” 
flows from the bowl on the left 
side. The tail is also parallel to the 
base of the “Q’s” bowl. 

SPUR
The capital “G” of Univers  

is missing the  
distinctive spur found in  

typefaes like  Helvetica or Caslon
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HISTORY:

:

TYPOGRAPHY DESIGNER
Adrian Johann Frutiger was a Swiss  
typeface designer who influenced the  
direction of type design in the second half  
of the 20th century. His career spanned 
the hot metal, phototypesetting and digital 
typesetting eras. 

Frutiger’s most famous designs, Univers, 
Frutiger, and Avenir, are landmark sans-serif 
families spanning the three main genres  
of sans-serif typefaces: neogrotesque,  
humanist and geometric.Univers was  
notable for being one of the first sans-serif 
faces to form a consistent but wide- 
ranging family. Frutiger described creating  
sans-serif types as his “main life’s 
work,”partially due to the difficulty in  
designing them compared to serif fonts. 
Adrian died pn 10 September 2015 ( 
aged 87) in Bremgarten bei Bern. 

UNIVERS is a modern typeface that was 
devleoped in 1957 by Adrian Frutiger. Adriang 
Fritger devleoped the typeface for Deberry & 
Peignot in Zurick, Germany. More specifially, 
int he scjool of applied arts in Zurick, which 
was influnced by Dada, Bauhaus, and 
the Swiss Style. Since the typeface’s 
developement, it has been one of the 
most used typeface for over 40 years. 
In the end, the typeface’s onwership 
has changed over the years, but is 
currently owned by LinoType. 

DEBERNY & PEIGNOT: Fonderie Deberny et 
Peignot was a French type foundry, created 
by the 1923 merger of G. Peignot & Fils and 
Deberny & Cie. It was bought by the Haas 
Type Foundry (Switzerland) in 1972, which in 
turn was merged into D. Stempel AG in 1985, 
then into Linotype in 1989, and is now part of 
Monotype Corporation.		

 
LINOTYPE: The Mergenthaler Linotype 
Company is a corporation founded in the 
United States in 1886 to market the Linotype 
machineinvented by Ottmar Mergenthaler. It 
became the world’s leading manufacturer of 
book and newspaper typesetting equipment.
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EXAMPLES:

From all these experiences the 
most important thing I have 
learned is that legibility and 
beauty stand close together 
and that type design, in its re-
straint, should be only felt but 
not perceived by the reader.
Adrian Frutiger

U N I V E R S A L
Adrian Frutiger wanted to avoid perfect  

geometry and kept “visual sensitivity between 

thick and thin lines.”

The modern Univers is a large and popular 

serifless font family used by well-known brands 

(eBay, Swiss International Airlines, BP, Unicef, 

Western Union) and municipal and transport 

services (street navigation in London, Toronto 

Metro, Frankfurt Airport).

Univers is suitable for brands looking for simple, 

versatile, and readable typography.

EBAY
Both the current and the 

former eBay logo are set in 
Univers (1995-Current).

UNICEF
Univers is used as an  

official logo in lowercase for 
UNICEF since 2003.

APPLE
 Apple Inc. previously  

used Univers as well as  
its condensed oblique variant 

for the keycaps on  
many of its keyboards,  

before completely  
switching to VAG Rounded  

in August 2007 .

PAST

PRESENT
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CRITUQE #1 FEEDBACK:

U N I V E R SU N I V E R S

X-HEIGHT
The Univers typefaes has a smaller 
x-height comapred to some similar  
typfaceses that were developed around  
the same time like Helvetica.

SQUARING OFF
 Univers is know for 

 squaring off its rounded strokes  
as can be seen in  

the letter “S” 
 and the leg of the “R”

TAIL
The tail of the uppercase “Q” 
flows from the bowl on the left 
side. The tail is also parallel to the 
base of the “Q’s” bowl. 

SPUR
The capital “G” of Univers  

is missing the  
distinctive spur found in  

typefaes like  Helvetica or Caslon

X-HEIGHT
The Univers typefaes has a smaller 
x-height comapred to some similar  
typfaceses that were developed around  
the same time like Helvetica.

SQUARING OFF
 Univers is know for 

 squaring off its rounded strokes  
as can be seen in  

the letter “S” 
 and the leg of the “R”

TAIL
The tail of the uppercase “Q” 
flows from the bowl on the left 
side. The tail is also parallel to the 
base of the “Q’s” bowl. 

SPUR
The capital “G” of Univers  

is missing the  
distinctive spur found in  

typefaes like  Helvetica or Caslon

From the critique, it was recommended that I change the center 
page (earmarks) to red. This was recommended so that the 
booklet would have a powerful impact at the center and as the 
viewer naturally opens the booklet. I choose to follow this critique 
as it added the emphasis that the book needed. 
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Typeface: Univers

Body: 8pt, 12pt
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TYPOGRAPHY:

1957

In 1957, a neo-grotesque sans serif was developed to become the 
universal typeface called Univers. Univers was developed amongst 
other famous neo-grotesque typefaces such as Helvetica, but 
differentiated itself through a numbering system. This numbering 
system was used to determine the weight and obliqueness of 
each family, which was different from the traditional naming of 
each typeface. As a result, this made Univers the only typeface 
that designers would need because of its endless possibilities. 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh Ii Jj Kk Ll Mm 
Nn Oo Pp Qq Rr Ss Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz

THE NUMBERING SYSTEM
As mentioned earlier, Univers is unique for labeling 
each family with a number rather than a traditional 
naming system. This was created to eliminate naming 
and reduce confusion. However, this numbering 
system actually made the typeface more confusing 
as typeface manufactures failed to understand and 
implement the system. 

Originally, the numbering system consisted of 21  
families, numbered 83-39. The first number indicated 
the weight of the family, so the larger the number the 
heavier the weight. The second number then  
indicates whether or not the family is oblique. In the 
end, the Univers numbering system was created  
to reduce confusing, even with the misunderstanding. 
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EARMARKS:

U N I V E R S

X-HEIGHT
The Univers typefaes has a smaller 
x-height comapred to some similar  
typfaceses that were developed around  
the same time like Helvetica.

SQUARING OFF
 Univers is know for 

 squaring off its rounded strokes  
as can be seen in  

the letter “S” 
 and the leg of the “R”

TAIL
The tail of the uppercase “Q” 
flows from the bowl on the left 
side. The tail is also parallel to the 
base of the “Q’s” bowl. 

SPUR
The capital “G” of Univers  

is missing the  
distinctive spur found in  

typefaes like  Helvetica or Caslon
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HISTORY:

:

TYPOGRAPHY DESIGNER
Adrian Johann Frutiger was a Swiss  
typeface designer who influenced the  
direction of type design in the second half  
of the 20th century. His career spanned 
the hot metal, phototypesetting and digital 
typesetting eras. 

Frutiger’s most famous designs, Univers, 
Frutiger, and Avenir, are landmark sans-serif 
families spanning the three main genres  
of sans-serif typefaces: neogrotesque,  
humanist and geometric.Univers was  
notable for being one of the first sans-serif 
faces to form a consistent but wide- 
ranging family. Frutiger described creating  
sans-serif types as his “main life’s 
work,”partially due to the difficulty in  
designing them compared to serif fonts. 
Adrian died pn 10 September 2015 ( 
aged 87) in Bremgarten bei Bern. 

UNIVERS is a modern typeface that was 
devleoped in 1957 by Adrian Frutiger. Adriang 
Fritger devleoped the typeface for Deberry & 

Peignot in Zurick, Germany. More specifially, 
int he scjool of applied arts in Zurick, which 
was influnced by Dada, Bauhaus, and 

the Swiss Style. Since the typeface’s 
developement, it has been one of the 
most used typeface for over 40 years. 

In the end, the typeface’s onwership 
has changed over the years, but is 
currently owned by LinoType. 

DEBERNY & PEIGNOT: Fonderie Deberny et 
Peignot was a French type foundry, created 
by the 1923 merger of G. Peignot & Fils and 
Deberny & Cie. It was bought by the Haas 
Type Foundry (Switzerland) in 1972, which in 
turn was merged into D. Stempel AG in 1985, 
then into Linotype in 1989, and is now part of 
Monotype Corporation.		

 
LINOTYPE: The Mergenthaler Linotype 
Company is a corporation founded in the 
United States in 1886 to market the Linotype 
machineinvented by Ottmar Mergenthaler. It 
became the world’s leading manufacturer of 
book and newspaper typesetting equipment.
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EXAMPLES:
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From all these experiences the 
most important thing I have 
learned is that legibility and 
beauty stand close together 
and that type design, in its re-
straint, should be only felt but 
not perceived by the reader.
Adrian Frutiger

U N I V E R S A L
Adrian Frutiger wanted to avoid perfect  

geometry and kept “visual sensitivity between 

thick and thin lines.”

The modern Univers is a large and popular 

serifless font family used by well-known brands 

(eBay, Swiss International Airlines, BP, Unicef, 

Western Union) and municipal and transport 

services (street navigation in London, Toronto 

Metro, Frankfurt Airport).

Univers is suitable for brands looking for simple, 

versatile, and readable typography.

EBAY
Both the current and the 

former eBay logo are set in 
Univers (1995-Current).

UNICEF
Univers is used as an  

official logo in lowercase for 
UNICEF since 2003.

APPLE
 Apple Inc. previously  

used Univers as well as  
its condensed oblique variant 

for the keycaps on  
many of its keyboards,  

before completely  
switching to VAG Rounded  

in August 2007 .

PAST

PRESENT
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